	HOLIDAY / ACTIVITIES 2008

	Date
	Interest
	Location
	Event/Activity
	Description (evt. website)

	January

	1
	Public holiday
	Whole country
	New Years Day
	

	1
	General
	The Hague/ Scheveningen
	New Years Dive
	To start the new year people can dive into the sea. Afterwards they get pea soup (broadcasted). Ca. 7.000-10.000 participants
www.nieuwjaarsduik.nl 

	Till 1/7
	Public holiday
	Whole country
	Christmas Holiday
	

	12 +13
	General
	Autotron Rosmalen
	International Oldtimer Fair for motorbikes and mopeds
	Fair for motor-, moped- and scooter lovers from all over the world. Also biggest airbrush event of Europe. 

www.oldtimerbeurs.net (only in Dutch)



	Till 1/13
	Arts/culture
	The Hague/ Mauritshuis
	Dutch Portraits
	www.mauritshuis.nl 

	Till 1/13
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam/Stedelijk
	Andy Warhol
	www.stedelijk.nl 



	Till 1/13
	Arts/culture
	Rotterdam/Boijmans
	Surrealism and design
	http://www.boijmans.nl/en/10/press


	19 + 20
	Sports
	Thialf Heerenveen
	WK Sprint Skating
	www.knsb.nl 

Tickets from 8/11/07: 

http://www.thialf.nl/pageid=261/Kaartverkoop.html 



	Till 1/20
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam/Van Goghmuseum
	Barcelona 1900
	http://www3.vangoghmuseum.nl/vgm/index.jsp?page=92565&lang=en 



	21-27
	General
	Maastricht/MECC
	Week of the Gastronomy
	With 2 professional fairs for the catering industry: The European Fine Food Fair and BBB and one for consumers “Puur” in one week.

www.efff.nl 

www.bbbmaastricht.nl 

www.puurmaastricht.nl 



	23-28
	General
	Amsterdam/
Westergasfabriek
	Amsterdam International Fashion Week
	http://www.aifw.nl 

	1/23-2/3
	Arts/culture
	Rotterdam
	International Film Festival Rotterdam
	http://www.filmfestivalrotterdam.com 

	28
	Culture
	The Hague
	Chinese New Year celebration
	http://www.chineesnieuwjaarfestival.nl/engels/index2.htm 

	Till 3/30
	Arts/culture
	The Hague/
Gemeentemuseum
	Picasso exhibition
	http://www.gemeentemuseum.nl/index.php?id=035020&langId=en 



	Till 5/5
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam/ Hermitage
	Art Nouveau
	http://www.hermitage.nl/en/content.htm 



	Till 9/7
	Arts/culture
	The Hague/ Van Goghmuseum
	Anton Mauve and Vincent van Gogh, the master and his pupil
	http://www3.vangoghmuseum.nl/vgm/index.jsp?page=120406&lang=en 

	February

	1-5
	Folklore
	South area
	Carnaval
	Parades and lots of other traditional customs in Noord Brabant and Limburg. Local people are free of work.
More information: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnival#Netherlands 



	2-10
	Public holiday
	South area
	Spring holiday
	

	6-10
	Arts/culture
	Rotterdam
	Art Rotterdam
	International art fair
http://www.artrotterdam.nl/home.php?la=en 



	9-17
	Public holiday
	North/Midlle Area
	Spring holiday
	

	14
	Holiday
	Whole country
	Valentine’s Day
	Not a free day

	2/16/2- 5/25
	Arts/culture
	Rotterdam/Boijmans
	Dutch primitives: paintings from the late middle ages
	http://www.boijmans.nl/en/10/press/pressitem/9 

	18-24
	Sports
	Rotterdam
	ABN AMRO World Tennis Tournament
	http://www.abnamrowtt.nl/home.aspx?SN=31 


	20-24
	Culture
	Zwaagdijk (North Holland)
	Holland Flower Festival
	This year’s Holland Flowers Festival represents the 75th edition of the largest indoor flower garden in the world, combined with an inspiring home, garden and lifestyle fair. This year is chosen for the theme “TOPSPORT” because cultivating flower bulbs is just as much an achievement as playing a sport at high level, and in 2008, the Olympic Games will take place.
http://www.hollandflowersfestival.nl 


	22-24
	Sports
	Thialf Heerenveen
	Essent ISU World Cup Skating 
	www.knsb.nl 

Tickets: www.wcheerenveen.org 
www.atp.nl (VIP-arrangements)

	2/23-6/8
	Arts/culture
	The Hague/ Mauritshuis
	Still-lives by Adriaen Coorte
	http://www.mauritshuis.nl/index.aspx?FilterId=988&ChapterId=2400&ContentId=25811 



	March

	4-9
	General
	Amsterdam/RAI
	Hiswa RAI
	Boat show. Almost 70 % of the visitors is boat owner, high income, highly educated 
http://www.hiswa.nl/C5/C12/Visitors/default.aspx 


	7-16
	Arts/culture
	Maastricht
	TEFAF
	World’s leading Art & Antique Fair (for art buyers and –lovers)
www.tefaf.com 



	15
	Sports
	The Hague/ Scheveningen
	Fortis City Pier City Run
	International marathon

http://www.fortiscpcloop.nl 


	3/20-5/18
	General
	Lisse
	Keukenhof
	Theme this year: “China, Olympic Games 2008 Beijing” 
www.keukenhof.nl 


	21
	Public holiday
	
	Good Friday
	

	23+24
	Public holiday
	
	Easter
	

	Not known yet
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam/ The Hague
	Amnesty International Film Festival
	http://www.amnestyfilmfestival.nl/sequel/introduction 



	April

	5 + 6
	Arts/culture
	Whole country
	National Museum weekend
	Promotional weekend of the museum sector. More then 500 museums in the whole country reduce their entrance fee. 850.000 visitors in 2007. This year’s theme: the Art of the Truth. No english website available, information at the local tourist offices

	13
	Sports
	Rotterdam
	Fortis Marathon Rotterdam
	The Fortis Marathon Rotterdam is the fastest marathon of The Netherlands with more than 20,000 participants at the start including the absolute world best

http://www.fortismarathonrotterdam.nl 

	19 + 20
	Sports
	Maastricht - Valkenburg
	Amstel Gold Race
	The Netherlands’ most beautiful and most intense tour classic. Several distances on the first day, that is for the ‘recreation’ cyclists, second day is for the profs
http://www.amstelgoldrace.nl 

	4/26-5/5
	Public holiday
	Whole country
	May Holiday
	

	26-27
	General
	Noordwijk/Haarlem
	Flower Parade 
	This year's theme is 'Vacation’

On Saturday at 9.30 a.m., the annual Flower Parade will leave Noordwijk to travel its 40-km route, along the main roads, to arrive in Haarlem about 9.00 p.m. The procession will comprise of twenty large floats and more than thirty decorated luxury cars, interspersed with marching bands. There will be plenty of space on the roadside for the hundreds of thousands of spectators who always congregate along the route. 
Friday evening there will be an illuminated parade in Noordwijkerhout. The parade and floats will also be illuminated in Haarlem on the evening of Saturday and they will remain on view in Haarlem on Sunday till 7.00 p.m.

www.hollandrijnland.nl 

	4/27 – 1/6
	General
	Scheveningen
	International Sand Sculpture Festival
	http://www.sandsculptures.nl 

	29
	General
	The Hague
	Queen’s Night
	the celebrations on the eve of ‘Koninginnedag’ in The Hague – will take place on Saturday the 29th of April 2007. Over the past years this event in the run-up to Koninginnedag, which is when the Dutch celebrate their Queen’s birthday, has become a tradition attracting more than 200,000 visitors. The event is free of charge. There will be stages on four different squares in the heart of the city where live bands will be performing. 

www.koninginnenach.nl (not in english)


	30
	Public holiday
	Whole country
	Queen’s Day
	Official part: visit of the Royal family in (city not known yet) 

	May

	Whole month
	Sports
	Whole country
	May Bicycle Month
	Promotional event with much bicycle routes, arrangements and activities. More information at all local tourist offices
www.fietsmaand.nl (part of NL-site Holland.com) 

	1
	Public holiday
	
	Ascension Day
	

	4
	General
	
	Remembrance Day
	Official part at the Dam in Amsterdam with 2 min. silence at 20.00 p.m. (broadcasted)
http://www.4en5mei.nl (not in English)

	5
	Holiday
	
	Liberation Day
	Several popfestivals will take place on this day. No official free day
http://www.4en5mei.nl/viervrijheid/bevrijdingsfestivals/de_bevrijdingsfestivals 

	10
	Arts/culture
	Whole country
	National Mills Day
	Much mills and pumping stations all over the country open their doors to the public and organize various activities
www.molens.nl (not in English)

www.gemalen.nl (not in English)

	11
	Public holiday
	
	Mother’s Day
	

	11+12
	Public holiday
	
	Whitsun
	

	12
	General
	Landgraaf (L)
	Pinkpop Classic
	Pop festival with bands from former editions

The 3-days event that yearly takes place is from 30/5-1/6

www.pinkpop.nl 

	13-?
	Sports
	The Hague/ Scheveningen
	North Sea Regatta
	This offshore race of 110 sea miles goes from Scheveningen to Harwich. After a day of rest on 16 May the starting shot for the 180 miles back to Scheveningen will be given. Also races in front of the coast of Scheveningen

www.nsr.nl 

	22-31
	Arts/culture
	Utrecht
	Festival aan de Werf
	Music, theatre and visual arts festival

”Huis en Festival a/d Werf” is the public platform in Utrecht where young artists can develop their work. Every week, guest companies tread the boards, while new work is created in the studios. Art for now and art of the future, together under one roof. In May, the festival takes the city of Utrecht as its stage, to present the most beautiful, exciting and best productions to offer at surprising locations, indoors and in the open air.

http://www.festivalaandewerf.nl 


	5/23 + 24
	Arts/culture
	The Hague
	The Hague Jazz
	The World Forum Convention Center will host the 3rd edition of the The Hague Jazz festival . The festival’s programming staff has succeeded in signing a respectable number of famous as well as surprising acts.

http://www.thehaguejazz.nl 

	25
	Arts/culture
	Rotterdam
	Dunya Festival
	At this famous world culture festival yearly around 200,000 visitors enjoy music, poetry and art. Each part of the world is represented by its own stage
www.dunya.nl 

	5/30-6/22
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam
	Holland Festival
	The Holland Festival is the annual trend-setting, innovative and adventurous high point of the cultural season in Holland. Since it was founded in 1947, the Holland Festival has aimed to present topical and innovative achievements in the dramatic arts - music, opera, theatre, dance – both in the most classical sense and experimental. This formula leaves room for productions and makers who have demonstrated their abilities and already made their name, as well as audacious and unknown artistic expressions by theatre makers who are often young and (still) undiscovered. The festival is a podium for about 30 productions in 80 shows. The Holland Festival also incidentally includes the visual arts and film in the programme.

www.hollandfestival.nl 



	5/30-6/1
	General
	Landgraaf (Limburg)
	Pinkpop
	Pop festival (see also 12 May)
www.pinkpop.nl 

	June

	6/1-8/24
	Culture
	Amsterdam
	Vondelpark Open Air
	A various program of theatre, dance, cabaret, jazz, stand-up comedian, children’s theatre and music. Free entrance on Wednesdays until Sundays
http://www.openluchttheater.nl (not in English)

	6/1-8/31
	Arts/culture
	The Hague
	The Hague Sculpture
	Within the top 10 of Dutch cultural events The Hague Sculpture centainly has the most 'public' character. The sculptures at the Lange Voorhout are there to see 24 hours a day, at daytime but also at night when they are intimately illuminated. 
http://www.denhaagsculptuur.nl 


	13-22
	Culture
	Terschelling 
	Oeral Festival
	The name of this festival is deducted from the word “everywhere” (overal) in Terschelling’s dialect. It’s an indication for the time of the year. This is the time that the cattle all over the island was released to graze. 
The festival has ca. 50.000 visitors every year who enjoy the big amount of dutch and foreign theatre groups, musicians and other art performers.
www.oerol.nl 

	14-20
	Arts/Culture
	Rotterdam
	Poetry International Festival
	This annual festival ranks among the world’s major poetry events, with dozens of international outstanding poets and their (translated) work. Furthermore thematical programmes on poetry, music and art

www.poetry.nl 


	14-21
	Culture
	Amsterdam
	Amsterdam Roots Festival
	A leading festival should be able to speak for itself. The Amsterdam Roots Festival does that in several languages and styles with music from all parts of the globe and portrays our global community with fascinating diversity from far away and from close by. The festival presents artistic talent in the areas between tradition and renewal. Sparking energy through the numerous crossovers between cultures and styles. The 10th edition in 2007 had more than 65.000 visitors in the five locations, such as Paradiso and Melkweg.

www.amsterdamroots.nl 



	15
	Holiday
	
	Father’s Day
	No a free day

	18-22
	Sports
	Rotterdam
	Rotterdam Concours Hippique International Officiel
	The CHIO Rotterdam is the largest international outdoor equestrian sports event in The Netherlands. Show jumping, dressage and other competitions are represented on an international, national and regional level. One can also enjoy many equestrian shows, demonstrations as well as various youth activities in the beautiful green surroundings close to the city of Rotterdam.

http ://www.chio.nl 


	6/19-8/17
	Culture
	Rotterdam, The Hague, Utrecht, Amsterdam
	De Parade
	Travelling theatre festival, beginning in Rotterdam, to Utrecht, The Hague and ending in Amsterdam
www.deparade.nl (not in English)


	27-29
	Sports
	Assen
	TT Assen
	Motor races
http://www.tt-assen.com 


	6/28-8/17
	Holiday
	North area
	Summer holiday
	

	6/30-7/12
	Dance
	Amsterdam
	Julidans
	International contemporary dance on several locations in Amsterdam
www.julidans.nl (not in English)


	Not yet known
	Folkore
	The Hague/ Scheveningen
	Flags Day
	Event around the first herring
http://www.vlaggetjesdag.com 


	July

	7/5-8/24
	Public holiday
	South area
	Summer holiday
	

	11-13
	Culture
	Rotterdam/AHOY
	North Sea Jazz Festival
	Since 2006 the world’s largest indoor jazz festival takes place in Ahoy Rotterdam. Besides jazz related music styles like blues, funk, soul and Latin are represented. In the week prior to the festival a lot of jazz events are organized in the city centre under the title “North Sea Round Town”

www.northseajazz.com 



	12
	General
	Spaarnwoude
	Dance Valley
	Dance Valley is mentioned as one of the most leading dance festivals in Europe. Techno, club house, electro, trance & urban music by more than 100 dj’s 
http://www.dancevalley.com 


	12-25
	Sports
	Friesland
	Skûtsjesilen
	Skûtsjesilen is synonymous with a sailing competition with old cargo vessels, flat bottom boats that have been built in the turn of the century 
http://www.skutsjesilen.nl (not in English)

	15-18
	Sports
	Nijmegen
	Four Days March
	More information on rules, regulations, routes and events will be published on the website in December. Registration will be open from February 2008 onwards.

http://www.4daagse.nl 


	7/17-8/17
	Arts/Culture
	Haarlem (a.s.)
	Karavaan
	Karavaan is a travelling summer festival with more than 90 performances on special locations in North Holland. 
http://www.karavaan.nl (not in English)



	7/19-8/31
	Public holiday
	Middle area
	Summer holiday
	

	24-26
	Culture
	Rotterdam
	Ortel Summer Carnival
	Yearly at least 1,000,000 visitors visit this 3 day Caribbean Carnival in the city centre of Rotterdam

www.zomercarnaval.com
 

	Not yet known
	General
	Amsterdam/ ArenA
	Sensation White
	Mellow house dance festival
http://www.sensation-white.nl 


	Not yet known
	General
	Amsterdam/ArenA
	Sensation Black
	Hard core house dance festival
http://sensation.id-t.com/sensation2007/black/site/ 


	August

	1-3
	General
	Amsterdam
	Gay Pride
	Street parties in all gay area’s, parties in clubs and of course the world famous Canal Parade on Saturday
http://www.amsterdampride.nl 


	9
	General
	Rotterdam
	FFWD Dance Parade
	In ten years time, FFWD Dance Parade has become the biggest dance parade in Europe.

http://www.ffwdfitforfreedanceparade.nl
 

	14-16
	Arts/culture
	The Hague/ Scheveningen
	International Fireworks Festival
	http://www.vuurwerkscheveningen.nl 

	8/15-16
	Sports 
	Rotterdam
	RaceSalon
	Fasten your seatbelts! On 15 and 16 August Ahoy Rotterdam will be the Walhalla for every race enthusiast. RaceSalon is an unparalleled pre-event to Bavaria City Racing (17 August) and the chance to experience the racing world from very close up.

www.racesalon.nl 


	15-17
	General
	Biddinghuizen
	Lowlands Festival
	For three days in August, a city rises in the middle of Holland: a township with 55,000 inhabitants, several hundred performances, many bars and global restaurants, a market, hippie hangouts, campsites with showers, radio broadcast, a daily newspaper, and a unique currency. It's all there, divided over three areas and eight stages.
www.lowlands.nl 



	16-24
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam
	Grachtenfestival
	The Grachtenfestival is the annual music festival in which performances of (classical) music on special locations in Amsterdam play the central part. 
These locations distinguish themselves because of a special or monumental architecture and cultural and historical value. The Grachtenfestival provides a stage for young talent in particular.
www.grachtenfestival.nl 


	8/17
	Sports
	Rotterdam
	Bavaria City Racing
	The Formula 1 city spectacular on the streets and downtown Rotterdam with demonstrations of international top drivers and motorsports entertainment

www.bavariacityracing.nl 



	28-31
	Culture
	Maastricht
	Preuvenemint
	Preuvenemint is a four-day culinary event on the Vrijthof square in the city of Maastricht. It is held yearly in the last full weekend of august, so on the last sunday of august and the three days preceding it. The Vrijthof square will then established with some fourty stands, in a nice setting, where one can taste delicious food and wine, and enjoy a large variety of live music.
The word Preuvenemint is a contraction of the Maastricht words 'preuve' (to taste) and 'evenemint' (event). 
http://www.preuvenemint.nl 

	29-31
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam/
Museumplein
	Uitmarkt

	The annual Uitmarkt is the largest cultural phenomenon in Amsterdam. Half a million cultural enthusiasts attend what is defined as the opening of the cultural season. The event showcases everything from pop to opera and all performances are free. 

http://www.uitmarkt.nl (not in English)



	September

	Not yet known
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam
	Seven Bridges Jazz Festival
	Free jazz festival on the Reguliersgracht
www.sevenbridges.nl 



	5-7
	General
	Rotterdam
	World Harbour Days
	The dockland industry opens its doors to the public. Tours of ships, adventurous excursions, spectacular demonstrations and music will end with an explosive firework show

www.wereldhavendagen.nl 



	6 + 7
	General
	Rotterdam
	Club Cruise
	The best Rotterdam clubs and stages present themselves to the nightlife crowd

www.club-cruise.nl 



	6-13
	Arts/culture
	Rotterdam
	Gergiev Festival
	A cross-border symphonic festival of international renown that attracts some 20,000 visitors annually. From films to chamber music and from children’s shows to expositions. Artistic director is top conductor Valery Gergiev

www.gergievfestival.nl 



	13 + 14
	Culture
	Whole country
	Heritage Days
	The Open Monumentendag (Heritage Days) is designed to bring people into contact with the historic environment, and to encourage interest in and understanding of historical monuments and the need for their preservation. During the Open Monumentendag - every second weekend of September - thousands of historical buildings and sites (about 4,000) are open to the public free of charge. Besides opening their doors, many locations also organize on-site activities like exhibitions, music and guided tours. In recent years around 900,000 visitors have participated annually, making the Open Monumentendag one of the Netherlands' premier cultural events.

www.openmonumentendag.nl 



	16
	General
	The Hague
	Prinsjesdag
	The Queen reads the official new statement of the government (troonrede). She goes there by Golden Coach (broadcasted)

	21
	Sports
	Amsterdam
	Dam to Dam Run
	www.damloop.nl 


	9/24-10/3
	Culture
	Utrecht
	Netherlands Film Festival
	The Netherlands Film Festival annually presents the latest Dutch feature films, documentaries, short films and telefilms. Many productions are festively premiered during the festival. In competition, a selection of these films compete for the Grand Prize of the Dutch Film, the Golden Calf. The various film genres each receive special attention on a specific day.
www.filmfestival.nl 

	26-28
	General
	Rotterdam
	Kunsthal Cooking
	For three days, enjoy tasting sessions, cooking demonstrations and a wide variety of culinary experiences inspired on Salone del Gusto, the two-year event in Torino, Italy. Theme for this year will be “butter, cheese and egs”

www.kunsthal.nl 


	October

	Not yet known
	Culture
	Maastricht
	Dutch Dance Festival
	www.nederlandsedansdagen.nl 


	Not yet known
	Arts/culture
	The Hague
	Holland Dance Festival
	Festival for modern dance
www.hollanddancefestival.com 


	11-19
	Holiday
	Mid and South area
	Autumn Holiday
	

	10/11-1/11/2009
	Arts/culture
	The Hague/ Mauritshuis
	Dutch City Views from the Golden Age
	http://www.mauritshuis.nl/index.aspx?FilterId=988&ChapterId=2400&ContentId=19807 

	10/18-26
	Holiday
	North area
	Autumn Holiday
	

	19
	Sports
	Amsterdam 
	Amsterdam Marathon
	The ING Amsterdam Marathon is a global event in a metropolis. The newest phenomenon of the ING Amsterdam Marathon is the ING Business Relay Marathon, an exclusive relay for companies of the traditional marathon distance of 42.195 km. Manager meets manager in a relaxed and sportive atmosphere. The ING Business Relay Marathon, international known as Ekiden, is with six legs between 5 and 10 km suitable for runners of all levels. To keep the ING Business Relay Marathon exclusive this event will be accessible for a maximum of 150 companies.
http://www.ingamsterdammarathon.nl 


	November

	Not yet known
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam
	Museum Night
	About 40 museums are open at night. There are afterparties and more than 100 special events
http://www.n8.nl 


	Not yet known
	Arts/culture
	The Hague
	Crossing Border Festival
	Music & literature festival
http://www.crossingborder.nl 


	Not yet known
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam
	International Documentary Film festival Amsterdam (IDFA)
	http://www.idfa.nl/en 

	Not yet known
	Culture
	Not yet known
	Arrival of Saint Nicholas
	See 5 December

	Not yet known
	Arts/culture
	Amsterdam 
	pAn Amsterdam
	pAn Amsterdam is the art and antiques fair for today. For beginners and for experts. For seekers and finders. 
The quality is beyond question because seventeen committees vet everything. www.pan-amsterdam.nl 


	11/24 – 2/11/2009
	Arts/culture
	Utrecht
	Utrecht Manifest
	2e Biennial for Social Design (1st held in 2005)
Utrecht Manifest is an international cultural biennial, which perceives contemporary developments in design and architecture from a social perspective.
The biennial shows how architecture and design, in the past and present, have looked for answers to social and cultural questions connected to innovation, quality and sustainability.

http://www.utrechtmanifest.nl/en 


	December

	5
	Arts/culture
	Whole country
	“Sinterklaas” evening
	Everybody in the Netherlands knows what December 5 is. Particularly for children, it’s a very exciting evening. St. Nicholas, an elderly bishop from Spain, will have arrived in the Netherlands a few weeks earlier aboard a steamship crammed with presents. On December 5, he visits all children who have been good in the past year to give them presents. Some of the parcels come with a small poem. Story sounds familiar? Could well be. Santa Claus, much loved by American kids, picked up a few tips from his Dutch colleague.

www.holland.com/global 


	20/12-4/1/09
	Holiday
	All area’s 
	Christmas holiday
	

	25+26
	Public holiday
	
	Christmas
	

	31
	Public holiday
	
	New Year’s Eve
	


